Teachers Versus Librarians
In the November 1992 issue of Language Arts, Sean A. Walmsley writes that many elementary school teachers see the librar ian in much the same way as they see the owner of a bookstore: the librarian buys and checks the books. Librarians, of course, "see themselves as playing a major role in the development of a litera ture program"; many are "trying to shake off their 'bibliographer' image." Walmsley writes:
The librarians we interviewed were not pleased to have been excluded from the planning of school literature pro grams, and they were not reticent about comparing their extensive knowl edge of children's literature with what they regarded as most classroom teachers' shallow literary understand ing.
Walmsley points to this evident tension as proof of the need for articulation and cooperation among those of us who are responsible for "the provision of books and of instructional activities to promote children's use of them" (Walmsley, 1992, p. 508) . Libraries, New York Hilton, June 21, 1993 , at a ses sion entitled "Bridges Between the Gener ations: Sharing the Holocaust Experience."
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Making Holocaust Literature Accessible
Although teachers and librarians have distinct areas of expertise and interest, we also share the goal of finding ways of making the literature of the Holocaust accessible to students. By accessible, I do not mean merely available: We all seek ways to help students make sense of what they read. We want them to ana lyze and reflect on the events of the Holo caust, and on the relationship between these events and the personal and soci etal values of today. We want to increase students' knowledge of the historicity of the Holocaust, but we also want them to ponder its significance, its implications for them as youngsters who live in its shadow. (Iser, 1980, p. 64) In the very act of responding to literature through conversation, our perceptions about it begin to change. B.F. Nelms explains that "the minute we begin to articulate our feelings, ideas, and judg ments about a piece of literature, it begins to take another shape. We see things we had not seen before" (Nelms, 1988, p. 7) .
Of course, the Jewish textual tradition reflects this same understanding. Jewish learning is both active and interactive. The Melton Center's Prof. Barry Holtz notes that "traditional Jews rarely speak about reading texts at all; rather, one talks about studying or learning." Jewish learn ing "is as much about talk as it is reading; in fact, the two activities of reading and discussing are virtually indistinguishable." He also reminds us that "most traditional Jewish 'reading' occurs in a social con text-the class, or the study session." Thus, reading is both "an act of self reflection ...
[and] a way of communal identification and communication" (Holtz, 1984, p, 18-19) .
Not surprisingly, current research in liter ary response supports the value of this method (without, of course, acknowledg ing its source!). A researcher named Lytle (1982) has coined the term ''think-alouds" to describe "the complex thought processes involved in orally exploring meaning" (cited in Beach, 1990, p. 66) . In think alouds, students explore their personal responses to a text by "expressing their emotional reactions, sorting out and clari fying their conceptions, or coping with dif ficulties in understanding meanings" (Beach, 1990, p. 66) . On the following Wednesday at 1 :00, the second series of talks begins. The teacher sends the librarian one or two children from each of the four reading groups, and a new and even livelier dis cussion starts, as students trace themati cally similar events through four different texts. And these new groups meet each day as well (see Table 1 ).
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By the third Wednesday, the cycle is com plete. The librarian has led two series of dis cussion groups, meeting every student twice. Each student has now had the oppor tunity to compare and contrast four Holo caust novels within a smaller and larger chavruta and with a caring adult participant.
Whatever will the librarian do at 1 :00 the next day that can compare? Luckily, there is a follow-up activity.
The teacher has given the librarian this half hour to speak with the class as a whole group. The librarian shows them her blank book, with the passages pasted in. She explains why she chose the pas sages. She explains that since such liter ary discussions are never really finished, she wants all students to have an oppor tunity to write whatever it was that they did not have a chance to say. And she wants them also to have an opportunity to read what everyone thinks-including their teacher, by the way-and not just those who happened to be in their groups.
The librarian asks who would like to be the first to write a response. Perhaps some students are interested in illustrat ing the passages, making a cover that embodies the theme of all four books, writing reviews on the back cover, or even making their own book with their own pas- 
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Scattered Among the Nations is a collection of important historical documents, gathered together for the first time in one volume, that have had a major impact on Jewish life over the last two millenia. Made up of laws, commentaries, letters, reports, and observations written by Christian religious and secular leaders, these documents and the forces they put into motion deal with the principal events and turning points in post-biblical Jewish history. The book also contains Alexis Rubin's extensive introductions and explanatory notes, which provide historical context and illuminate content.
Included in Scattered Among the Nations are documents that, for example, reveal early Christian reactions to the death of Jesus, exhort the faithful to convert Jews by force, falsely accuse Jews of ritual murder, restrict land ownership and choice of occupation, forcibly lock Jews in ghettos, order the wearing of special badges, expel Jews from their country of birth, expose what culminated in the horror of the Holocaust, and chronicle the post-Holocaust attempts by Christian churches to overcome the prejudice of the past. Whether their effects were local, national, or international, almost forgotten or well known, these are some of the writings that have profoundly influenced Jewish history.
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